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The purpose of this study was to, by using biological resources such as
whales as a study case, explore solutions for the conflict getween scientific and indigenous
knowledge and their harmonization in Greenlandic Eskimo/Inuit society. Starting from the
intersection point of scientific and indigenous knowledge and going back to the 18th century, when
Greenland was incorporated into Denmark®s social integration policy, we examined the substantive
process of its reception. This intersection is defined by three elements: autonomy, conservation,
and the denial of coevalness. We conclude that Greenland may have let go of its adherence to customs
based on indigenous knowledge. This might be due to the fact that it maintained a balance between

different knowledge systems, as different from the Eskimo societies in Alaska and Canada, which have
the same genetic roots as Greenland®s Eskimo/Inuit.
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