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Ecological Constraints on Light Touch : Exploratory Actions of Young Children in
Outdoor Environments
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The purpose of this study was to approach the development of environmental
cognition by focusing on hand touch, which is characteristic of early childhood and whose functional
meaning for the environment is unclear. Due to the effects of the new coronavirus infection and
other factors, the plan envisioned at the beginning of the study was revised. Through observation
and interview surveys, we confirmed the occurrence of functionally ambiguous hand contact in
infants, verified the possibility that exploratory properties may accompany it, and discussed the

dynaTic properties of the environment that enhance such exploratory properties, and summarized the
results.
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