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This study investigates the use of relative clause constructions by Japanese

learners of English at each CEFR level, using three types of corpora: 1) International Corpus
Network of Asian Learners of English (ICNALE); 2) British National Corpus (BNC); and 3) the English
textbook corpus. Sentences with relative pronouns were extracted from these corpora and the uses of
different types of relative clauses were defined by the Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy (NPAH;
Keenan & Comrie, 1977) and SO Hierarchy Hypothesis (SOHH; Hamilton, 1994). Error analysis was
conducted for the ICNALE. Zero relatives were extracted from the corpora using Stanford Parser and
AntConc. Further, university students’ writings were collected via picture description tasks in
order to analyze what alternative ways they employed besides usin? relative clause sentences. These
data were compared to reveal the characteristics of the use of relative clauses by Japanese learners

of English.
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