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(1) Clarification of the inheritance relationship between editions: We
conducted a proofreading of the major editions of "Fengshen Yanyi"™ and examined the relationship
between them. As a result, we pointed out that the Qinlaige edition, the Benyacanban edition, and
the Binwenku edition, which were previously referred to as "Sixuecaotang edition™ and lumped
together, each have their own characteristics, and each may have been derived from or referred to an

undiscovered text and revised its characters.

(2) Discussion of the background of the publication of "Feng Shen Yanyi': The author of the preface,
Zhou Zhibiao, was found to have been active as a compiler of plays, prose pieces, and reference
books for the National Examination mainly in Suzhou during the period of Wanli 44 to Shunzhi 10
(1616 to 1653). We conclude that his preface recalls and discusses realistic social problems of the
late Ming dynasty from the story of the Shang and Zhou revolutions depicted in this novel.
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