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Language Awareness in the Letters of the Mozart Family in three Generations
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This project examined the process of replacement of the Upper German written

language by the High German written language in private communication. For this purpose, | created
the “ Mozart Family Letter Corpus” (600,000 words) from about a thousand letters of the family
members of three generations. 32 High and Upper German variation pairs were analyzed from
socio-pragmatic perspectives. The father Leopold Mozart was an educated man and used mainly High
German variants, while many Upper German variants are found in the letters of his less educated wife
Maria Anna Mozart. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and his sister Nannerl learned writing through private
instruction from their father and both wrote High German in principle. Concerning the factor of the
proximity to the communication partners, Wolfgang did not use Upper German variants in his letters
to non-family members less frequently than in those to his family members. Wolfgang differs from his
father and sister in this point.
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Zum Sprachgebrauch in Briefen der Familie Mozart

Deutscher Sprachgebrauch im 18. Jahrhundert:Sprachmentalitaet, Sprachwirklichkeit, Sprachreichtum. (
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