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Conservatism has been a powerful force in postwar Japan, but we know surprisingly little about its
history. This study has elucidated the contribution of prewar actors in the making of political
conservatism by showing how they recast old ideas in an internationalist framework.

This grant has allowed me to initiate an investigation into the history of
conservatism in Japan. | have been able to conduct research in archives In Japan, Switzerland, and
the United States. Over the tenure of this grant, | presented my work in progress at 7 conferences.
I also produced two journal articles, published in prestigious international journals (Journal of
Asian Studies, Japan Forum). Overall, this research has laid the groundwork for the book that I am
currently writing.
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Research Background

Political conservatism is an established category in political science, but there are not many
studies about how it emerged historically. The assumption is that it was founded after 1945
in the context of Japan’s democratization. But if we look at the founders of Japanese
conservatism, it is important to note that many were already active in the 1930s and that
they contributed to the making of Japanese imperialism and fascism during the war. The
existing scholarship does not look at the continuities from pre- to postwar, and we thus have
very little sense of how those who contributed to prewar empire transitioned to postwar
democracy.

Aims of this research
This research investigated the history of conservatism as it emerged after 1945, focusing on
the connection between prewar and postwar ideas, actors, and institutions. It seeks to
elucidate:
a) The extent to which prewar actors reintegrated into postwar political and cultural
life
b) How they changed earlier ideas about empire and fascism into democratized visions
of politics
In this way, this research project sought to clarify how the prewar Right was able to find a
new life for itself within the making of conservatism. In particular, the aim is to find out their
reformulation of ideas about state power and world order. It is the first study to examine the
history of the Right as a transwar project.

Methodology
This study focused on transwar careers and ideas to determine continuities and change

across 1945. To do so, it examined two key areas of investigation: the Moral Re-Armament
and anti-Communism. Moral Re-armament (MRA) was an international religious movement
that caught the attention of politicians, industrialists, and union leaders around the world in
the 1940s and 1950s, including three (future) Japanese prime ministers — Nakasone
Yasuhiro, Hatoyama Ichiro, and Kishi Nobusuke. Conducting research in Japanese, American,
and Swiss archives, | elucidated that MRA provided them with an internationalist register —
and network — to adjust older, prewar ideas about state power, national community, and
Asian regionalism.

Anti-communism was studied through an investigation of the lives of Nabeyama Sadachika,
Yabe Teiji, and Koyama lwao. Research on these figures was conducted in the archives of the
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, the National Diet Library, and Waseda Library. The aim
was to reconstruct how these individuals collaborated to pursue a politics that antagonized



Communism and the Left in general, and how, in the process, they forged new networks
within postwar state and civil society.

Research Outcomes

The outcome of this research has enhanced our understanding of how Japan negotiated the
transition from fascism and empire to liberal democracy. The study also provides a
prehistory to the politics of the Right in contemporary Japan.

Concretely, my findings were published in two articles in peer-reviews journals. “The
Conservative Imaginary: Moral Re-Armament and the Transwar Politics of the Japanese
Right” was published in Japan Forum. What'’s Left of the Right: Nabeyama Sadachika and
Anti-Communism in Transwar Japan, 1930-1960” was published in the Journal of Asian
Studies. These are highly-ranked international journals, with the Journal of Asian Studies
being the most prestigious journal in the field.

In process leading up the publication of these articles, | presented my work in progress at six
conferences.

“Moral Re-Armament, Asian Regionalism, and the Unofficial Diplomacy of Kishi Nobusuke,”
Global Diplomacy: A Post-Institutional Approach, Institute for European Global Studies,
University of Basel, August 2018

“Kishi Nobusuke, Moral Re-Armament, and Asian Regionalism, 1945-1962,” Asian Studies
Seminar, University of Western Australia, August 2018

“The Conservative Imaginary: Moral Re-Armament and the Transwar Politics of the Japanese
Right,” Institute of Comparative Culture, Sophia University, November 2017

“Kishi Nobusuke, Anti-Communism, and Asian Regionalism, 1955-1965,” Association for
Asian Studies, Denver, March 2019

“The Moral Re-Armament Movement and the Modernization of Japanese Conservatism,
1945-1952, Association for Asian Studies (AAS-in-Asia), Seoul, July 2017

“The Moral Re-Armament Movement and the Modernization of Japanese Conservatism,”
European Network in Universal and Global History, Budapest, August 2017
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