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This study aims to investigate the effect of transportation infrastructure
having on societies and people’ s practices in the mountainous regions of the Himalayas. Based on
the fieldwork, this study compares Solukhumbu District in eastern Nepal, where roadway construction
is underway, and Darjeeling in West Bengal, India, where advanced infrastructure such as roadways
and mountain railways was developed during the British era. Tracing the history of infrastructural
development in eastern Himalaya, this study shows some aspect of the relationships between
mountainous terrain and transportation infrastructures, such that a roadway is an ambiguous object
as a source of hope for development and fear for change both, that driving in the mountains is seen
as a similar practice with walking in mountains, and so on.
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