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The origin, development and transfiguration of Japanese diplomacy for Africa
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In this study, I focused on clarifying how the International Conference on

African Development (TICAD) was started in 1993. 1 had Interviews with nine former Japanese
diplomats who had worked for creating first TICAD from the end of the 1980s to the beginning of the
90s. | found several diplomatic documents in Diplomatic Archives of Japan. | also found confidential

government’ s documents by applying for national information disclosure system.

As a result, it was revealed that TICAD was proposed by the Japanese Permanent Mission to the United

Nations in 1990, and the concept was shared within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the African
Ambassador®s meeting in the same year. In addition, It was revealed that TICAD"s original purpose
was “election tactics" such as the collection of African votes in the United Nations, but through
discussions within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it was refined into concrete measures for Japan
to lead global development issues.
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