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Dependency theorists proposed the view that West Africa was a "passive
victim®™ of the global economy through the Atlantic slave trade and the subsequent cash-crop trade
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In contrast, this research project illustrates that
consumers in West Africa - in particular, their demand for Indian cotton textiles - were active
actors who influenced the global economy during that period. As the major output, | published a
monograph(Indian Cotton Textiles in West Africa: African Agency, Consumer Demand and the Making of
the Global Economy, 1750-1850) from Palgrave Macmillan in 2019.
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