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This study analyzed a type of Virtual Exchange called eTandem that takes
place between two languages and two cultures based on the principle of reciprocity. Research in the
past has attempted to reveal the effect of eTandem on language development; however, most of these
studies focused on particular linguistic items (e.g., use of past tense, pronouns) to examine
language development, failing to reveal the effect of eTandem on the ability to use the target
language in the real life (i.e., communicative competence) (Mackey & Goo, 2012). Thus, this study
revealed, quantitatively and qualitatively, the relationship between the development of
comprehensibility (as measurement of communicative competence), quality of interactions, and
individual differences.
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