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Research on tools and toys that support children with selective mutism in their
interaction with others

Okumura, Maiko
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Selective mutism shows difficulty in building interpersonal relationships,
but interaction between children is essential for promoting speech and preventing secondary
disabilities. The purpose of this study was to examine how to utilize it in the educational field in

Japan by 1) investigating tools and toys in North America and the United Kingdom that support
interpersonal relationships, and 2) conducting teacher training using them.

The surveyed tools and toys had the characteristic of having a low communication load, in which
players called out the name of the object, asked and answered questions with yes or no, or asked
questions with template-based expressions. In the teachers® training session, it was shown that even

non-experts can be used in various learning places and activities for a wide age range of children.

In the future, it is thought that the tools and toys will contribute to enhancing support for
children with selective mutism at school.
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