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In the present study, we examined whether the frequency of structures in the
input affects learners” production of subsequent target structures by using a picture description
task with spoken primes and targets of specific syntactic structures with Japanese EFL learners. The
results indicate that learners transited the knowledge of the target structure from declaratives to

procedural knowledge when they heard spoken forms, and it also show cumulative priming effect,
indicating that Japanese EFL learners learn syntactic knowledge through a learning process based on
prediction errors as L1 speakers. The questionnaire also revealed the effectiveness of activities to
consolidate syntactic representations of learners.
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