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Toward a foundation for research ethics education in medical schools: survey of
current education and development of an assessment tool
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We conducted a Web survey of 370 healthcare professionals regarding the
educational items in research ethics which they thought medical students should have learned and the
timing of their acquisition of these items. As a result, we were able to identify the top
educational items that are emphasized in undergraduate education. Then, we also conducted a
questionnaire survey of research ethics educators at medical schools in Japan to understand the
current status of research ethics education at medical schools. As a result, although the number of
valid responses was only 20, we were able to grasp the goals of research ethics education,
educational items and target grades of education, and educational methods. We were also able to
identify issues such as the need for human resources and teaching materials for research ethics
education and the low motivation of students.
On the other hand, the ethical sensitivity scale for research was not completed.
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