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A cross-sectional comparison was made of how the image of "Japaneseness" has

been used since the Meiji period in various fields, including science and technology, music,
folklore, architecture, literature, and art. A common trend in each area was a growing interest in "
what is Japanese” as a response to the influx of new cultural trends from abroad and the creation of
various definitions of the term. In recent years, while interest in "what is Japanese" has waned in
Japan, it is sometimes stereotyped as such by foreign countries, often resulting in a particular
twist. On the other hand, when something is considered "Japanese-ish," the period and style it
refers to varies from field to field and is even arbitrary.
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