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In order to explore the eye movements and brain activity of Caravaggio
paintings, two groups of art history students and non-art history students were subjected to 10
Caravaggio paintings, 10 Caravaggio school and 10 Mondrian paintings, which were examined by MRI
equipped with an eye movement instrument. (1) When viewing Caravaggio®s paintings, activity was
observed in such brain regions as amygdala that produce information experiences centered on the
faces of human figures. (2) In the comparison between the two groups, the activity of the upper
right parietal lobule was high in the first group, the time spent paying attention to the region of
interest set by the experimenter in the image was longer, and the first group did also observe the
AOl that the second did not view. (3) Characteristic brain activity during the appreciation of
Mondrian paintings occurred in the early visual cortex related to color and line, and the gaze
pattern was not much different between the two groups.
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