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Media art expression can include unrealistic and abstract aspects of the
real and imaginary worlds. In this project, we produced unrealistic virtual world content and
examined design principles for the unrealistic world acceptable to the audience. For example, in one

of those works, we utilized the rules and expressions found in retro video games to produce an
interface design for manipulating characters in an unrealistic virtual world. Investigation of
users’ behaviors and evaluation of those works revealed that the users could accept rules or
expressions that were not consistent with those of the real world when the perception of those rules
or expressions was mentally convertible to those in the real world. The results also showed that
the externalization of mental representations of the unreal/real world might explain perspectives on
the worlds that are unaware of in their original form. Such an awareness should drive the
production of novel works in unrealistic virtual worlds.
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