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Establishment of cultural astronomy: Acceleration and integration of arts and
sciences on cultural heritage, astronomical phenomena, and mathematical
understanding
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Objective of this research is to establish a new field, "Cultural Studies of
Astronomy,™ as a new academic discipline. This is a composite field to integrate the history of
culture and science in a broad sense, we proposed a method with multiple perspectives in a
collaborative style between the humanities and sciences. The number of participants in the biannual
workshops has gradually increased, and we have broadened the scope of our research through the
publication of a book of our research reports, the writing of articles and commentaries, and an
exhibition for the general public. Among the planned research themes, for example, "Modern Japan and
Japanese people®s attitude toward science™ and "Depictions of the stars and the moon in medieval
literature and paintings™ have made mutual progress while maintaining contacts among the research
members. The next research theme, "The Influence of Astronomy on Asian Cultures," is also in the
process of being initiated.
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