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We explored the data law issues in the satellite data industry. One of the
focused issues is the personal data protection. While the issues are strongly concerned both in
Europe and Japan, the European GDPR is considered to be flexible enough to accommodate the practice
of satellite data industry, as the use of personal data is permitted under certain conditions even
if the consent of the data subject is absent. The Japanese Personal Information Protection Act is
more dependent on the consent, which makes the problem seriously affecting the industry. Another
important issue is the observation from the satellite of commercial activities secretly controlled
on the ground. It is hard to address this issue under the existing laws and no established view
exists either in Europe or in Japan.
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