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In Lee et al.(2021), we estimate the effects of childhood experiences of
wearing school uniforms at public elementary schools in Japan on individual preferences in relation
to others (hereafter, other-regarding preferences) in adulthood. The school uniform experience can
be endogenous if the preferences and characteristics of the school and parents are included in the
decision of schools to implement school uniforms. To examine the causal effect of school uniforms,
we exploit the exogenous variation in the expansion of the apparel industry across regions, which
the Japanese government used as a catalyst in stimulating the economy, as well as the regional
variations in prefectural governors’ initiatives for enhancing regional profitability. We find that

that the experience of school uniforms increases reciprocal inclinations and inequity aversion
(prosocial) tendencies.
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