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We adopt a paradigm shift in taking a cross-disciplinary approach to finding

solutions for various current difficulties confronted by child-rearing in Japan. We conducted
practical studies on ‘ parenthood’ (Oyasei in Japanese), encompassing both motherhood and
fatherhood. Considering previous research on supporting parents and children, we regard *

parenthood’ as a subject of lifelong learning, whereby all citizens should master the knowledge and
skills required to care for and nurture children. So we approached our research as a field of "
Collaborative Parenting Practice”. We undertook interviews and dialogues in constructing educational
programmes to generate ‘ parenthood’ in families, schools, and other institutions. In particular,
we aimed to incorporate our research findings into the curricula of secondary schools, colleges and
universities, hoping thereby to construct a new model of parenting that extends beyond the
traditional content of home economics education.
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HIROTA YOSUKE

The idea of nature in today’ s early childhood education based on the observation and participation into Japanese
kindergarten
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