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The problem of imagination in the linguistic theory of Toshihiko lzutsu

Ono, Junichi
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I analysed Toshihiko 1ZUTSU"s first book in English, Language and Magic. It
turns that he discussed the semantic immanence, drawing on the theories of his time, including
biology, anthropology, psychology, linguistics, logic and philosophy. 1 drew on his argument that
the semantic configuration emerges as a mental process prior to the externalisation of mental acts
as communication or indications. It also turns out that his main claim is that the semantic images
coordinates cognition before it is linguistically externalised, and that they constitute the
imagination internally, together with semantic units that are not externalised.

In his lecture notes | found out the following: 1. lzutsu criticized Saussure®s description of
communication and indication, and introduced Bergson®s memory-imagery. 2. Bergson locates language
at the level before memory-images become general notions, while lzutsu considers the place of
language generation to be the internal configuration of meaning.
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