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Tanabe Hajime"s Philosophical Development between the Middle- and Late- Period:
Based on the Exchanges with Takeuchi Yoshinori
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It is often said that Tanabe Hajime’ s philosophy underwent a major turn
following the end of the Fifteen Years’ War (1931-1945), a transition from his social ontology
known as the “ logic of species,” which was developed during the war, to a new philosophy of
religion known as “ metanoetics.” Straddling these two periods was a three-year interval in which
Tanabe did not release his thoughts to the public. | have clarified the nature of this transition by

participating in the publication of documents belonging to this so-called “ period of silence”
(Tanabe’ s notebooks and letters to Takeuchi Yoshinori). | have also clarified that the basic scheme
of Tanabe’ s social ontology was inherited by Takeuchi’ s ontology of the Pure Land, thereby
confirming the continuity between their thinking. To raise awareness on Tanabe’ s philosophy abroad,
I have worked with foreign researchers to translate into English Tanabe’ s early texts on

epistemology.
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