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Based on the theory of formal semantics, it is considered that two related
constructions such as the Measure Phrase (MP) and Degree Clausal Comparatives (DCC) involve a
semantic operation called the Degree Abstraction (DA), existence of which varies from language to
language. This study partially proved the existence of the DA by showing the correlation between the
comprehension level of the MP and that of the DCC among English-learning Children, through the
Intermodal Preferential Looking task, which is widely used i1n the field of psychology. Also, the
study added some explanations to differences in acquisitions of various comparative sentences
including the DCC.
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Clausal Comparative (ADV)

F o, BREMRARF Z W2 li#E L (e.g. Big Bird is building a taller tower than ant.) O FRAEEE D
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