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A guantitative analysis of the development of embedded clauses in a large corpus
of children®s writing

Imada, Mizuho
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We developed a linguistic resource for the study of children™s compositions,
and used it to study syntactic complexity. First, we modified an existing composition corpus and
further annotated clause boundary labels. We then analysed syntactic complexity and observed that
while dependency distance is suppressed in natural language, rather long dependency relations are
often observed in short sentences. This result suggests that the development of children®s syntactic
competence has two aspects: complexity and rationalisation. The analysis of clause types confirms
that the change from coordinate to subordinate structures and from spoken to written language occurs
with increasing school age.
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