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On the question of how the Ritsuryo state expanded its control over the
periphery of the Japanese archipelago (Tohoku, Southern Kyushu, and the Nansei Islands), previous
research has emphasized that it was conquered by military force. In contrast, this paper focuses on
the non-military policies adopted by the government to secure the cooperation of powerful local
families in the archipelago’ s peripheral areas. As one such endeavor, this paper looks at middle
and lower-ranking government officials active in the capital with a family name unique to southern
Kyushu. We attempted to clarify a series of non-military policies, primarily using historical
documents and literature, by examining the significance of these officials’ activities, their
bases, and the processes leading up to their appointment as government officials.
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