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How has the public sphere been built in deliberations of Saiban-in trials?:
qualitative and quantitative analysis of Saiban-in"s perceptions
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The purpose of this research is to show how the spheres of deliberations in
Saiban-in trials were constructed by analyzing the transcriptions of round-table talks in which the
experiences of former Saiban-ins were elicited. This study identifies themes within the data,
specifically that deliberations in Saiban-in trials are the public sphere as follows: 1) as a
citizen being a responsible member of society, neither as an individual who assumes a family role
nor as an employee of a company, the person can make remarks and be heard by other participants in
public, entering into the public space. 2) The Saiban-ins can critically reflect on existing rules
and social systems as well as review their own criteria for judging crime and imposing punishments
by exchanging opinions. 3) It is a sphere that can foster the public consciousness concerning public
affairs, such as the defendant®s rehabilitation and the significance of law and social order.
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