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This research examines historically how peacekeeping operations (PKO) were
formed from the Hosokawa administration to the Murayama administration (August 1993 to January
1996). In particular, it focuses on the domestic political process centered on trial and error at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA). The study analyzes not only the awareness and
actions of the MOFA, but also the related policy coordination process which included the Prime
Minister®s Office, other ministries, and the ruling and opposition parties. This analysis brings to
light the reality of PKO dispatches during the period. Through these efforts, this research reveals
that the prototype of Japan’ s modern-day policy was created during an era when coalition
governments were led by prime ministers with little diplomatic experience.
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