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The impacts of changing perceptions of education on academic achievement
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This study investigates the effects of the appearance of high—achievin?

graduates in disadvantaged schools (with low university enrollment rates). Japanese high schools are
stratified, with each high school having almost fixed tiers of universities to which students
advance. Because it is so rare for students from disadvantaged schools to be accepted to top
universities, students who do make it can be accidental role models who inspire motivation,
aspiration, and belief in their lower schoolmates. 1 create and use various definitions of
disadvantaged schools and high-achieving graduates by using university acceptance data for almost
all high schools in Japan from 2001 to 2021. The results showed that the incidence of high-achieving

graduates improved the university acceptance outcomes of disadvantaged high schools for subsequent

years.
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What do high-achieving graduates bring to disadvantaged high schools?
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