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This study investigated the reasons why paying it forward, a kind of
prosocial behavior, is observed in modern societies despite its evolutionary fragility.
Specifically, | examined the possibility that gratitude, the proximate cause of ingratiation, is
more easily evoked in societies with high relational mobility. First, through the analysis of
gratitude letters (thank you cards), a chain reaction of gratitude and paying it forward was found.
Furthermore, cross-sectional and experimental investigations showed that these feelings of gratitude

may be more likely to be aroused in an environment with high relational mobility.
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