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This study explores the relative eg? size and egg shape of Mesozoic birds to
infer the evolution of reproductive strategy in birds. Evolution of egg shape in basal birds was
discussed using fossil egg materials collected from the Early Cretaceous of Tamba, Hyogo Prefecture,

Japan. These egg specimens are extremely elongated and assigned to a non-avian maniraptoran
theropod, suggesting that the drastic change in egg shape occurred after the origin of birds. The
relative egg size of basal birds was estimated based on a correlation between pelvis size and egg

size of extant species. It can be concluded that non-ornithuromorph birds likely laid small eggs
relative to their body size.
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