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Investments in facilities and equipment were made for the separation of
zircon from the mafic rocks and its analysis. A custom-made aliquot was made for efficient heavy
mineral separation. A binocular stereomicroscope and its accompanying equipment were purchased to
enable efficient observation and separation of fine heavy minerals. Equipment and consumables
necessary for making resin mounts of the separated zircon and polishing them were also purchased.
Uranium-lead dating, trace element composition, and hafnium isotope ratios of the zircons by laser
ablation inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry were started up. Using these new equipment and

methods, we separated zircons from rock samples in Japan and overseas and obtained analytical data.
Some of the data have already been published as papers on peer-reviewed international journals.
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