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The voluntary rules established and operated in the townscape preservation
areas in Japan are the result of elaboration according to the circumstances of each area, while
being influenced by the advanced areas. In the advanced areas, which have been in operation for
about half a century, the basic principles have remained unchanged despite minor operational
changes, and the voluntary rules have served as a basis for addressing issues and promoting a
renewed awareness of the preservation targets. Many areas established their own rules after being
selected for Denken, and this was triggered by issues related to real estate transactions and usage,

as well as by turning points in community development. Spatial and social coordination systems
based on voluntary rules require a system that aims for a sustainable relationship between
preservation and the local economy, a system that appropriately accepts new actors and elements, and
a system to prepare for risks facing the community.
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