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Analysis of the interaction between Amoebae and B. pertussis to know if this
bacterium can survive in the environment

Nishida, Takashi
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Bordetella pertussis have been considered to be unable to survive in the
environments because of poor nutrients. In this study, we hypothesized that B. pertussis survive in
the environment by living together with protozoa and analyzed the protozoa-dependent growth
mechanism of B. pertussis. Our results suggested that B. pertussis was digested by Acanthamoeba
castellanii but some metabolites from this protozoa could support the growth of B. pertussis in the
nutritionally deficient medium. Further, the other protozoa also supported the growth of B.
pertussis.
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