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Elucidation of molecular mechanism for hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is
required for developing of new prevention and treatment against HBV-related liver diseases.
Recently, we reported that oligomerization of bile acid transporter (NTCP), which is an HBV entry
receptor, plays a critical role in the HBV internalization pathway. In this study, we identified an
amino acid essential for NTCP oligomerization by alanine scanning mutagenesis. Additionally, we
revealed that NTCP oligomerization is initiated downstream of the NTCP-EGFR interaction and then
triggers HBV internalization. This study provides significant insight into the HBV entry mechanisms.
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