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Even though 55% of the Japanese people 55 years and older express the wish
to spend the end of their life at home, the country has a low proportion of in-home death (13.2%in
2017). This study found that accessibility of in-home medical care and in-home care services in the
municipality of residence was partially responsible for whether or not care-dependent older persons
could spend their final days at home. In addition, the use of in-home care services by
care-dependent older people at the end of life was positively associated with in-home death.
Therefore, municipal policymakers will need to enhance the provisioning system of in-home medical
care and in-home care services and improve residents® access to them to fulfill the wishes of older
adults for their final place of residence.
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