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Did the repetitive drought drive the old Mayan city to decline?

Kitaba, lkuko
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We collected annually laminated sediment core from Lake San Claudio, Mexico,

located inside of a Mayan archaeological site, in order to investigate the causal relationship
between climate change and the decline of the Maya civilization. Using the core, we reconstructed
the history of extreme weather for the last 5,000 years. The result showed that the climate was
particularly unstable for about 15 years around 900 CE. When compared with the record of the
presence or absence of human settlements around the lake, the period during which humans abandoned
the settlements coincided with the period when the climate became unstable. This implies that the
increasing instability of climate constituted a part of the reason why the Classic Maya had to
decline.
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Varves in Maya— 2021
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