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Environment conservation and local culture in the region suffering from soil erosion
in Western Kenya

Asanuma, Shuichi
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Soil degradation began around 1930s in the east basin of the Lake Victoria in West
ern Kenya. Nowadays, farmers are often exposed to the danger of sudden erosion even in the edge of the la
nds around their houses and gullies are becoming long, wide and deep. Soil contains high amounts of Na, ma
king the soil very easily disperse when wet. Furthermore, the soil surface easily turns bare through overg
razing bK livestock because the Luo people of this area raise animals. It was observed the soil erosion oc
curred when surface flow of water in the catchment reached the gully head after heavy rains. People are t
rying several countermeasures against soil erosion such as trenching, stone mulching, tree planting and so

on but these countermeasures are tried individually or with small scale resulting in less effective. So,
it is recommended to organize people as groups and take these countermeasures together over rather wider
and larger area although the organization of people may not be easy.
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