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In Africa a number of tone languages are spoken. The characteristics of African tone languages are that
lexical function is low but grammatical function is high in comparison to Asian tone languages. Thus,
for example, many Bantu languages distinguish tenses/aspects by tone alone, and relative clauses are
sometimes rendered by tone alone. Akan of Ghana expresses genitive constructions by tone alone. These
lexical functions of tone should be recognized as important characteristics of African tone languages.
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