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Foundational studies on“ the Japanese language for living in Japan”
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A nationwide survey was conducted in 2008, and another one with three different
methods in Hamamatsu, 2010, as to which linguistic behaviors are most needed for
resident foreigners in Japan. Responses to emergencies (e.g., a fire) were ranked high
despite differences in their Japanese language proficiency. Communications with
medical experts and personnel are also ranked high, but for non-fluent speakers, needs
for other settings are ranked higher. The surveys also revealed that factors such as
having (or not having) a steady job and strong desire for self-sustainability/
social-communication determine resident foreigners’ motivation for using Japanese.
Such factors provide a cue to choose learning subjects.
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