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WFEEE R OBFE (330) : This research focused on the Kinsei period which date from the 17th
century. Our findings from the Kurosaki mint ruins suggest that technology utilised at that
time led to the introduction of Kan'ei Tsuho. Through the collection of survey data related
to Kan'ei Tsuho, along with the analysis of information on coins excavated in areas
including Vietnam, the maritime provinces of Siberia, Sakhalin, and Indonesia, we have
been able to confirm that a significant numbers of Japanese coins were in circulation in
these areas. In relation to coin movement in East Asia, our results show that the flow of
coins from China began to decrease in the second half of the 15th century. At this time,
domestically minted coins were in use in Vietnam, along with privately-minted or forged
coins. This led to a disruption of the currency flow. As a consequence, the end of the 15th
century saw the introduction in Vietnam of an erizeni act aimed at prohibiting the
acceptance of low-quality coins. This mirrored contemporary policy in China and Japan.
Findings from excavations in Japan show that Vietnamese coins were being brought into
the country in the 16th century. Conversely, the discovery of Kan'er Tsuho and Nagasaki
Boeki-sen in Southeast Asia points to the movement of coins from Japan to China and
Vietnam in the 17th century. We have also confirmed that coins were used for purposes
unrelated to economic use, such as for ornamental purposes in Sakhalin. Results from the
study of historical documents include the following:



+ Historical records concerning the Kurosaki mint were discovered.
+ A clearer picture of the minting process in the early period of the Kokura-han have been

was found from the Hosokawa family records.

* Details of the production and control of Yamada-hagaki.

In addition, we have built a database on Japanese coin collections held at several foreign
institutions. We have also published in the UK a catalogue entitled “The Japanese Coin
Collection (Pre-Meiji) at the British Museum” (British Museum Research Publication no.
174). Members of our research team have also presented at various international academic
conferences, introducing our findings to an English-speaking audience. Finally, metallurgic
analysis of early stage Kan'ei Tsuho has shown the coins contained high levels of arsenical
copper, a feature of coins from the early Kinser period.
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