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Validation of “Two Layer” model in the peopling Southeast Asia;
anthropological approach from the site of Man Bac in Vietnam.
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The archaeological context of Man Bac in Vietnam places it firmly within a cultural complex identified as
the late Neolithic, dated to around 1,700 BCE. Several bio-anthropological lines of evidence including the
skeletal morpho-data and mtDNA analyses from Man Bac suggests the initial appearance of immigrants,
who were biologically related to pre- or early historic population stocks in Northeast Eurasian areas,
through Southern China, and on the way of admixture with preexisting people originated across southern
edge of Eurasia who linked with present-day Australo-Melanesians. The Man Bac skeletons may be key
skeletons to support the ‘“Two-Layer’ hypothesis in discussions pertaining to the population history of
Southeast Asia.
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