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Phthalate esters, widely used as a plasticizer in the manufacturing process of consumer
products, are known to affect testes toxicologically. In the present study, di(n—butyl)
phthalate (DBP) and di—-iso-butyl phthalate (DiBP) which belong to phthalate esters, are
used as materials, and the mechanism of their toxicological effects on testes are
investigated by some different methods. As a result, DBP acts like an estrogen, and induces
spermatogenic cell apoptosis, probably by activating estrogen receptors. On the other

hand, DiBP induces spermatogenic cell apoptosis, probably independent of
estrogen—mediated activity.
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