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Clinical and translational evaluation of circulating tumor cells
and circulating endothelial cells in lung cancer
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WFZER R OMEEE (2£30) @ Prognosis of primary lung cancer patients is not satisfactory,
which is mostly caused by frequent development of distant metastasis. We tried to detect
circulating tumor cells (CTCs) that circulate in the peripheral blood, because CTC is
a marker of distant metastasis. As a result, we revealed that CTCs were detected in about
30% of lung cancer patients, and that the number of CTCs was useful marker in the diagnosis
and evaluation of tumor progression. Moreover, we evaluated circulating endothelial cells
(CECs), which represent tumor angiogenesis essential for tumor progression, and revealed
that CEC—count might be also useful in the diagnosis of lung cancer.
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