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WFFE R O BE ($£3C) : Although the cell growth and gene expression are generally
suppressed at lower temperatures, mammalian male germcells proliferate and differentiate
better at moderately low temperatures such as 32 degree C than body cavity temperature.
The reasons for and biological significance of this phenomenon is unknown. We clarified
in this study the molecular mechanism that regulates the expression of Cirp, the cold
shock protein specifically induced at moderately low temperatures. We further produced
cirp~knockout mice, and demonstrated the involvement of Cirp in spermatogenesis.
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