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WFZER S OBEEE (F30) : Identification of osteoclast differentiation regulatory factors will be
beneficial for understanding the mechanisms of cellular differentiation and the
development of treatment methods for bone diseases. We found that a transcription factor
IRF-8 plays a role of suppressing osteoclast differentiation and IRF-8 deficient mice exhibit
severe osteoporosis. We also revealed molecular mechanism of the inhibitory action of
IRF-8 and published the results in Nature Medicine (15: 1066-1071, 2009). This finding
will contribute to biological research and medicine including bone diseases.
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