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A comparative study between Japan and EU concerning procedural fairness and trust about
citizen participation in environmental planning
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This study investigated the effect of procedural fairness and trust on social
acceptance of environmental planning, which are particularly difficult to achieve
agreement. Case studies in EU and comparative experiments between Japan and
Europe were conducted. Results from case study showed that procedural fairness was
a significant determinant of acceptance of eclectic decision, while opinion similarity
related to trust determined the dichotomy between approval and disapproval. Results
from experiments showed that social acceptance was influenced not only by procedural
fairness, which contributed to public benefit, but also by opinion similarity, which
represented personal benefit.
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