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WFZERC R OMEE (330) : This study empirically demonstrated that predicative metaphors
and adjective metaphors, which have been paid little attention in metaphor research, are
comprehended by an indirect categorization process. Indirect categorization is a
two—stage process of categorization in which evocation or creation of metaphoric meanings
is indirect and mediated by intermediate entities or knowledge. This study also revealed
that adjective metaphors are likely to evoke negative meanings and this tendency is unique
to adjective metaphors. Concerning nominal metaphors, the simulation experiment using
a semantic space model and maximum likelihood estimation showed that both interpretive
diversity and vehicle conventionality affect the choice of comprehension processes of
nominal metaphors. In addition, it was found that leisurely comprehension facilitated
the appreciation of nominal metaphors, as compared to time—limited comprehension.
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