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An analysis of the developmental tendencies of children
diagnosed as having sick house syndrome.
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The object of this study was to investigate the psychomotor
development of children (from 5-16 years old: n=17) who were diagnosed as having sick
house syndrome (SHS). The 1Qs of the children were evaluated by WISC- ,and their
developmental history and the quality of their daily life were assessed by a questionnaire
answered by their parents. Indoor and outdoor environmental quality also was measured.
The results of WISC- of all children showed that the average PI1Q of all children was
significantly lower than VIQ, though their FIQ was normal. Comparing the two groups, the
result of WISC-  of the group rated unimproved was significantly lower than the improved
group; in particular their PIQ was remarkably lower. According to the result of the
questionnaire, the children of unimproved group tended to be poor at the visual tasks
which reflected to the level of PIQ. Furthermore, a half of the unimproved group
stopped going to school, and reported unidentified complaints. The results
suggested that the children with SHS might be in high risk not only physically,
but also psychologically.
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