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Political Participation of Women in Nepal:

Did the War Give Women the Momentum?
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WFZERC R OMEBE (330) : International society, specifically the United States, has closely
observed and evaluated the peace building process of some nations which experienced a
civil war. Nepal is generally accepted by the United States and other nations as restoring
peace and gaining political stability. The US support to Nepal in recent years, therefore,
is limited to the civilian aid, namely offering the increased educational opportunities
to younger women. A lot of international agencies give support to Nepal for its political
stability, disarmament, social inclusion, and so on. But they do not seem to pay much
attention to gender issues in Nepal, avoiding the accusation as internal interference
to the country. Although Nepali women’ s chances to join politics have increased and the
gender gap in economic status as well has been narrowed, many women in the Assembly do
not play a leading role in their political parties, nor do they rarely exert their
political clout.

Nepali women’ s political development will depend on their self-supportive efforts,
taking advantage of the “quota—system” that would make possible more women’ s entry
into politics.
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