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WFoE kB o B % (& L) : This study looked at women’s diaries, letters, and
autobiographies in Heian and Meiji Japan, the 18th- and 19th-century-Britain and the
United States. It explored the way how they help shape the public sphere, even as, or
perhaps because, they use this ‘private’ literary form. As recent English criticism
employs the term ‘life-writing’ and reconsiders the genre’s multiple, including social
and political, aspects, the study demonstrated that a number of women’s ‘life-writing’
examined here ingeniously transform their ‘private’ life and experience into relevant
public models, or use the genre as a kind of disguise to gain an access to wider
contemporary debate. The research also suggested further possibilities of the
exploration of this interplay of ‘private’ and ‘public’ in women’s life-writing by
examining a Japanese example in which the ‘private’ language of the state emotionally
mobilizes women to collaborate with public and national concerns.
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